Understanding FASD – a guide for justice professionals

PROGRAM
SUMMARY
Making FASD
History: A multisite prevention
program

Fetal Alcohol
Spectrum Disorder
(FASD) is
characterised by
brain damage from
prenatal alcohol
exposure, the effects
are lifelong and may
not be seen at birth.

Project contact:

Annalee Stearne
08 9489 7664

What is this program about?
The focus of this program is building
capacity in local organisations so that
communities can own and continue to
lead FASD prevention activity after the
research is finished. The program aims
to support communities to use
consistent information and messages
about drinking in pregnancy and FASD
utilising existing national and regional
FASD prevention resources.

Who is taking part in this
program?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dr James Fitzpatrick
Annalee Stearne
Dr Tania Gavidia
Kaashifah Bruce
Dr John Boffa
Jenna Pauli
Tony Brown
Elvira Johnson
Emeritus Professor John Boulton

Our partners:
• Central Australian Aboriginal
Congress (Alice Springs NT)
• Mercy Services (Newcastle NSW)
• Newcastle Local Drug Action
Team (NSW)

What will we do?
Telethon Kids is extending its work
across a further two sites to
implement components of the
Marulu strategy, which target
community health promotion activity
and workforce education and
training. Guided by a local
community reference group in each
site, the Program will focus on
sustainability, and building capacity
in local services so that communities
can own and continue to lead FASD
prevention activity.

We are working with our partners to address the
risks associated with women’s alcohol
consumption, especially while pregnant. Based on
local priorities and identified needs we will work
with the organisations to:

Understanding FASD – a guide for justice professionals

•

develop localised “models of care” for referral
and support pathways

•

targeted localised health promotion activities

•

community education

•

workforce development, focused on screening
and brief interventions during pregnancy

Where is this program taking place?
•
•

Alice Springs, Northern Territory
Newcastle, New South Wales
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